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Summary 

Judge Samuel Alito Jr. was nominated by President Bush to the U.S. Supreme 
Court on October 31, 2005. This report examines the opinions written by Judge 
Alito relating to civil rights for individuals with disabilities and includes a discussion 
of cases relating to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
and the Fair Housing Amendments Act. In addition, Judge Alito’ s federalism 
decisions are briefly analyzed and their potential impact on disability related issues 
is discussed. Decisions authored by Judge Alito, as well as selected dissents and 
decisions where he joined the majority are examined. 
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Introduction 

Judge Samuel Alito Jr. was nominated by President Bush to the U.S. Supreme 
Court on October 31, 2005. This report examines the opinions written by Judge 
Alito relating to civil rights for individuals with disabilities and includes a discussion 
of cases relating to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
and the Fair Housing Amendments Act. In addition, Judge Alito’ s federalism 
decisions are briefly analyzed and their potential impact on disability related issues 
is discussed. Decisions authored by Judge Alito, as well as selected dissents and 
decisions where he joined the majority are examined. 



The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 

Overview 

The Americans with Disabilities Act has often been described as the most 
sweeping nondiscrimination legislation since the Civil Rights Act of 1 964. 1 As stated 
in the act, its purpose is “to provide a clear and comprehensive national mandate for 
the elimination of discrimination against individuals with disabilities.” 2 It provides 
broad nondiscrimination protection for individuals with disabilities and is divided 
into five titles: employment (title I), public services (title II), public accommodation 
and services operated by private entities (title HI), telecommunications (title IV) and 
miscellaneous provisions (title V). 

Judge Alito has written or joined in numerous ADA decisions while on the third 
circuit. His decisions rely heavily on the facts presented and indicate a reliance on 
judicial precedent and regulatory interpretations. In many of the cases he has found 
for individuals with disabilities and has emphasized the necessity of a good faith 



1 For a more detailed discussion of the ADA see CRS Report 98-921, The Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA): Statutory Language and Recent Issues, by Nancy Lee Jones. 

2 42 U.S.C. § 12 102(b)( 1). 




